
 

August 21, 2009 

William Cole Storm 
State of Minnesota 
Minnesota Department of Commerce (DOC) 
Office of Energy Security 
85 7th Place East  
Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN  55101 
 
 
RE:      E002/CN‐08‐509                    E002/CN‐08‐510                       E002/GS‐08‐690 

Final Environmental Impact Statement Comment 
 
Dear Mr. Storm: 
 

Your response (18‐3) to my comment on rising background radiation caused 
by the nuclear operations at the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant is inadequate 
and deficient because: 

 
 The current DOC comment in the EIS eliminates the first 

fourteen years of radiation emissions (Unit One on line in 
1973/Unit Two in 1974) in your assessment as the beginning 
point; 

 
 The Prairie Island original Environmental Impact Statement was 

based on Minnesota background radiation levels at the time in 
the 1970’s not National levels as your comment responds; 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 The original Prairie Island EIS background radiation figure of  
150 mrem excluded  an additional 55 mrem of medical radiation 
in determining the background level of radiation (page V‐75) 

 
 The Draft EIS stated a total of 360 mrem per year including 

medical of which only 60 mrem is medical. DOC current 
comment (18‐3) quotes a figure of 630 mrem a year as the 
average exposure including medical and radon yet those two 
exposure pathways are subtracted from 360 not 630 mrem. 

 
 

The Final Environmental Impact Statement is inadequate. 
 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Lea Foushee 
Director of Environmental Justice 
 
 
 

 


